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U.S, DEFENSF BUDGET: WHFRE IT STANDS. 
ANNCR: 

PRESIDENT’ CARTER'S BUDGET FOR MILITARY SPENDING HAS RUN 
INTO SERIOUS DIFFICULTY WITH THE CONGRESS. IN THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT, PENTAGON CORRESPONDENT SFAN KELLY DESCRIBES WHAT WENT 
WRONG, AND WHY: 

VOICE: 

HOW THE U.S. MILITARY GETS ITS MONEY IS, AT BEST, A 
COMPLICATED PROCESS, WHEN RELATIONS BRTWFEN THE PRESIDENT AND 
THF CONGRESS ARE STRAINED, THE PROCESS BFCOMFS EVEN MORE 
COMPLICATED. THIS YFAR, THF CONGRESS PUT SOMETHING IN THE 
DEFENSE BUDGET THAT THE PRESIDENT DID NOT WANT: A NUCLEAR AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER THAT COST NEARLY TWO THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS. 

IN ORDER TO GET RID OF THE CARRIER, THE PRESIDENT TOOK THE 
UNUSUAL STEP OF VETOING THE ENTIRE BUDGET FOR MILITARY SPENDING. 
ACTING UNDER THE CONSTITUTION, THE CONGRESS ATTEMPTED TO OVERRIDE 
THE PRESIDENT'S VETO, BUT WAS UNABLE’ TO OBTAIN SUFFICIENT VOTES FOR 
THE NECESSARY TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY, THIS TENDED TO LEAVE THE BUDGFT 
IN A SORT OF LEGISLATIVE LIMBO. WHAT MADE MATTERS WORSE WAS THE 
ELEMENT OF TIME. THE GOVERNMENT OPERATES ON ITS OWN FISCAL YEAR, 
FROM OCTOBER FIRST TO SEPTEMBER THIRTIETH. THUS, THE CURRENT BUDGFT 
FOR DEFENSE SPENDING RUNS OUT IN LESS THAN TWO WEEKS. 

A NUMBER OF CONGRESSMEN WANTED TO VOTE THE OLD BUDGET THROUGH, 
MINUS THE NUCLEAR AIRCRAFT CARRIER THE PRESIDENT DID NOT WANT, 
OTHER MEMBERS OF CONGRESS -- THEIR FEELINGS BRUISED BY THE VETO 
EXPERIENCE -- WANTED TO GO BACK TO THF VERY BEGINNING OF THE 


BUDGET DEBATE, ADDING IN THEIR OWN PREFERRED PROJECTS. THIS 
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WEEK, THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION CAME UP WITH A PROPOSAL 
OF ITS OWN. 

IN APPEARANCES BEFORE BOTH THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
AND THE SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEES, DEFENSE SECRETARY 
HAROLD BROWN TRIED TO SALVAGE THE TWO THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS 
THEORETICALLY MADE AVAILABLE BY THE LOSS OF THE NUCLEAR AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER. HE PRESENTED THE CONGRESS WITH A LIST OF ONF HUNDRED 
AND THIRTY SIX MILITARY ITEMS WHICH HE SAID WERE IMPORTANT 
AND SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE REVISED DFFENSF BUDGET. THEIR 
COST TOTALED APPROXIMATELY TWO THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS. 

BOTH CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES TURNED HIM DOWN FLAT. IN 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THF VOTE WAS THIRTY~SIX TO ONE. 
ON THE SENATE, SIDE, THE COMMITTEE WAS UNANIMOUSLY OPPOSED TO THE 
PRESIDENT, THIS MEANS THAT THF BUDGET NOW GOES TO THE FLOOR OF 
BOTH HOUSES, STRIPPED OF THE NUCLFAR CARRIER AND Ti'0 THOUSAND 
MILLION DOLLARS SHORT OF THE PRFSIDENT'S EXPECTATIONS, IT IS 
UNLIKELY THAT THE VOTE OF THF TWO COMMITTEES WILL BFE OVERTURNED BY 
ANY FURTHER PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE. 

PRESIDENT CARTER WILL PROBABLY SFEK TO RESTORE THE FUNDS 
BY MEANS OF A SPFCIAL SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET REQUEST TO THE 
CONGRESS. THAT WILL TAKE TIMF WHICH, AS WE NOTED EARLIER, IS 
NOW IN SHORT SUPPLY, THE FISCAL YEAR RUNS OUT IN LFESS THAN TWO 
WEEKS, AND -~ PERHAPS MORE IMPORTANTLY -- THIS IS AN ELECTION 
YEAR FOR THE ENTIRE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PLUS ONE THIRD OF THE 
SENATE. CONGRESS WANTS TO LEAVE WASHINGTON, AND GO HOME TO 
CAMPAIGN. 
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